USURJ

University of Saskatchewan Undergraduate Research Journal
Publication Agreement
The purpose of this agreement is to obtain consent from all parties with claims to the intellectual
property of the work (article or research snapshot) before proceeding to publication in the University
of Saskatchewan Undergraduate Research Journal (USURJ). Consent to publication is required from
the primary author (undergraduate student). Further information about the journal, including
submission guidelines and policies, can be found at https://usurj.journals.usask.ca/.
Please carefully read and complete this publication agreement. Then scan and upload it along with
the article submission. If you have any questions, contact usurj@usask.ca.
1. Introduction
USURJ is an open access, online, peer-reviewed scholarly journal featuring original work by University
of Saskatchewan undergraduate students. Founded by students, the journal celebrates
undergraduate contributions to research in all disciplines and professional colleges. All articles are
reviewed by established experts in the relevant field, research snapshots undergo editorial review.
All content is made freely available to readers, at no charge to authors.
2. Review Process for Article Submissions
**Please skip this section if submitting a Research Snapshot
Peer review is integral to USURJ’s editorial process. It allows the Editorial Board to make fair, informed
assessments of potential articles for publication and provides invaluable feedback to authors regarding
the strengths of their article and areas requiring improvement.
Please provide the names of at least two University of Saskatchewan faculty members or graduate
students with expertise in a related research area (excluding the author’s supervisor or course instructor
in which the research was conducted). This will aid the Editorial Board in determining potential
reviewers. 1
Please do not contact the potential reviewers. If you do it will compromise the blind review process.
1.
2.

1

OPTIONAL: We strive to identify highly qualified and objective reviewers. If you know of any potential reviewers that may
have a conflict of interest (e.g., a close personal relationship with an author of the article) or bias related to the topic or main
argument of the article, please email us at usurj@usask.ca.
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3. Authorship
All persons listed as an author must have:
• made a substantial contribution to the concept and design, acquisition of data or analysis or
interpretation of data; AND
• drafted the work or revised it critically for important intellectual content; AND
• approved the version to be published; AND
• agreed to be accountable for all aspects of the work in ensuring that questions related to the
accuracy or integrity of any part of the work are appropriately investigated and resolved.
In the case of multi-authored works, an undergraduate student must be the primary (first) author.
Undergraduate students who contributed equally to the work and wish to share primary authorship
may be listed as co-author(s) with an asterisk (*) and accompanying note indicating that primary
authorship is shared.
Primary Author and Submission Information:
Primary Author’s Name:
Primary Author’s NSID:
Primary Author’s Phone Number:
Primary Author’s Email Address:
Primary Author’s Alternate Email Address:
Primary Author’s Major(s)/ Minor(s) &
Degree Expected or Received:
Full Title of the Work:
Abridged Title of the Work:
(around 5 words)
Documentation (Citation) Style:
(e.g., MLA, Chicago, APA, etc.)
Number of Figures and Tables:
If the work was created during a course or
undergraduate research experience, please
list the course and professor/instructor:
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Co-Author Information:
The Primary Author represents the Co-author(s), if any, listed below for all terms of this Publication
Agreement. By signing this Publication Agreement, the Primary Author warrants that they are signing on
behalf of all authors of the work, and the Primary Author is authorized to act as their agent for the
purpose of entering into this Publication Agreement.
1st Co-Author’s Name:
1st Co-Author’s Email Address:
2nd Co-Author’s Name:
2nd Co-Author’s Email
Address:
3rd Co-Author’s Name:
3rd Co-Author’s Email
Address:
4th Co-Author’s Name:
4th Co-Author’s Email
Address:
4. Author’s Rights2
The author(s) hereby grants a Creative Commons copyright license in the work, in particular a Creative
Commons Attribution-Noncommercial License (CC BY NC).3 If the author(s) elect to grant a different
Creative Commons license (see http://creativecommons.org/licenses/), or wish to reserve all copyright
(All Rights Reserved), the author(s) must advise USURJ prior to publication of the work.
The author(s) grant the above rights without claim of royalties or other compensation.

Please note that these Author’s Rights were revised after the publication of Volume 1, Issues 1 and 2. Authors published in
Volume 1, Issue 1 and in Volume 1, Issue 2 may request these reworded rights: usurj@usask.ca. Agreement of all authors
must be given. Additional revisions occurred in August 2018: application of a default CC BY NC license; and in December 2018:
2

inclusion of Research Snapshots.
This license lets others remix, tweak, and build upon your work non-commercially, and although their new works must also
acknowledge you and be non-commercial, they don’t have to license their derivative works on the same terms.
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/
3
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5. The Reuse of Third-Party Works
Prior to publication of the work, the author(s) will determine whether it is necessary to obtain
permissions from any third party who holds rights with respect to any photographs, illustrations,
drawings, text, or any other material (“third-party work”) to be published in the article. If permission is
necessary, the author(s) will obtain written permission from the rights-holder prior to publication.
Copyright permission will not be necessary if the work is in the public domain, or if the rights-holder
has granted a Creative Commons or other license.
6. Editing and Formatting
The author authorizes USURJ to edit and to make any modifications to the work as are technically
necessary or desirable. USURJ will make no material modification to the content of the work without
the author’s consent.
7. Author’s Warranties
By signing this agreement, the author warrants and represents the following:
• the work is original;
• the work was created while the primary author was an undergraduate student at the University
of Saskatchewan;
• the work adheres to USURJ Author Guidelines (listed at https://usurj.journals.usask.ca/ );
• all required research ethics approvals have been granted (please see
https://vpresearch.usask.ca/researchers/ethics1.php) if research was conducted at the
University of Saskatchewan;
• all authors (listed above), principal investigators, and other relevant parties with claims to the
intellectual property have read and consented to this agreement;
• the work does not contain any statements or information that is intentionally misleading or
inaccurate;
• the work does not contain matter that is obscene, libelous, or defamatory, or otherwise
unlawful;
• the work does not violate another’s right to privacy or other legal right, or violate any right of
privacy or infringe any intellectual property rights (including without limitation copyright, patent
or trademark) or any other human, personal or other rights of any kind of any person or entity;
• the work submitted has not been published previously and is not currently under consideration
for publication elsewhere;
• the work does not infringe any duty of confidentiality which the author(s) may owe to another
party, or violate any contract, express or implied, that the author(s) may have entered into, and
all of the institutions where the work, as reflected in the work, was performed have authorized
publication;
• any potential and/or relevant competing financial or other interests that might be affected by
publication of the work have been disclosed to USURJ.
8. Consent
For primary author (undergraduate student):
As the primary author of the above-named work, I agree with the terms of this Publication Agreement
and grant my permission for the submitted work to be published in USURJ.
9. Indemnity
The author will indemnify and hold USURJ harmless against loss, damages, expenses, awards, and
judgments arising from breach of any such warranties as listed above.
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10. Entire Agreement
This Publication Agreement represents the entire agreement between the author(s) and USURJ with
respect to the publication and copyright of the work. Any modifications of or additions to the terms of
this Publication Agreement must be in writing. This Publication Agreement is governed by the laws of the
Province of Saskatchewan.
11. Heirs, Successors and Assigns
The terms of this Publication Agreement shall be binding upon the parties hereto (including all authors)
and their respective heirs, successors, assigns and legal representatives.
12. Headings
The headings contained in this Publication Agreement are for reference purposes only and shall not be
deemed to be an indication of the meaning of the clause to which they relate.
13. Additional Information
Please provide below any information that will aid the Editorial Board in making a decision regarding
publication. Possible conflicts of interest may be stated here (e.g., author’s family member on the
Editorial Board); USURJ editors have processes in place to prevent bias. Inquiries and comments may
also be submitted in confidence to usurj@usask.ca.

I have read and agree fully with the terms of this publication agreement.
Name of primary author

Signature

Date
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